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Anissa Cole, Matthew Lundstrom, Julie Lundstrom, Mary Lundstrom, Blake Fagerland, 
Zachary Smith, Pastor Jeff Smith)




INTRODUCTION 

The youth of English Lutheran Church headed back to Christikon Bible Camp, 
located in the Absaroka-Beartooth Mountains in south-central Montana,  
July 10-18, 2020. Included in these pages you will hear about the experiences of 
the six youth and the two adults who participated. Once again lives were 
touched, faith was strengthened, and relationships were formed in the incredible 
mountain setting and Christian community that is Christikon. Thanks much to all 
who supported our trip! May our words inspire others at English Lutheran to try 
this trip in the future!


Anissa Cole 

This year at camp, some of my favorite memories were made with new friends. 
My cabin loved to play games like Frogger and One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, 
Blue Fish. I always enjoy bonding with not only my cabin, but also other 
counselors and other campers. I had so much fun making new friends and 
creating wonderful memories that I will remember for my whole life. Christikon is 
one thing I look forward to every year, and I can’t wait to go again.


Brooklynn Gabert 

I had an absolutely amazing time at Christikon. I grew closer to my friends, 
myself, and God. The overnight was so much fun and I would love to do it again. 
I loved the songs and dances, especially “The Rock.” The food was really good 
too. Even the community service (project) was enjoyable with so many great 
people. Christikon changed my life. I recommend it to anyone and everyone.


Mary Lundstrom 

Going to Christikon was an amazing experience! I had so much fun making new 
friends and growing closer to God. Every day something new and exciting 
happened. My favorite part of camp was the overnight. We got to spend the 
night in the woods under the stars. All of the counselors were a lot of fun and 
the food was great. Everyone should go to Christikon. You definitely won’t  
regret it.


Blake Fagerland 

Going to Christikon was very fun. I really enjoyed Hacky Sack and I also enjoyed 
hiking. It was very fun, but then going on the overnight was very fun too!




Matthew Lundstrom 

I enjoyed camp because we got to play Gaga Ball and we sat around the 
campfire. I also liked that we went on day hikes and the overnight hike. My 
favorite part of the overnight hike was that we climbed up a rock tower (pile) and 
got to see the sunset on the mountains. We also got to sleep under the stars. 
Those were my favorite things about camp.


Zachary Smith 

I’m so glad I got to go to camp this year! It was so much fun making new 
friends, playing games, hiking, eating amazing food and so much more! I really 
enjoyed the ride to Christikon and back! I also enjoyed the day hikes and the 
overnight hike where I got to climb boulders to see the beautiful sunset and 
sleep under the great tarp tent our cabin built! I got a little better at Hacky Sack 
and GaGa Ball! Thanks for the wonderful campfires, a great view, and an 
amazing week! I can’t wait to come again!


Julie Lundstrom (Adult Advisor/Chaperone) 

I have had the opportunity to chaperone our English Lutheran youth to 
Christikon twice now.  I have seen how this camp impacts the children in a 
positive and meaningful way, as well as myself.  I have experienced how being in 
God’s beautiful creation and sharing comradery with fellow Christians brings 
about soul rejuvenation and calming of the mind.  This year especially, I needed 
what Christikon had to offer.  Like everyone, dealing with COVID-19 has been 
very difficult.  Between the challenges with work, childcare, isolation, and stress 
of the unknown, there remains a constant unease with no real end in sight.   
Christikon understands what a special place they have and worked diligently 
with health workers, a camp accreditation organization, and by thoroughly 
examining their procedures to figure out how to safely make camp a go this 
summer. I was impressed with all of their precautions and thankful to be able to 
bring our group of English Lutheran children to camp this summer when so 
much has been taken away.  And wow, what a week!  These kids were pure joy 
to chaperone delighting and participating wholeheartedly in activities.  They 
didn’t even appear to mind the wearing of masks, and changes in programming 
to minimize any potential spread of germs.  We were all just so happy to be at 
Christikon soaking up the scenery, hiking the glorious mountains, worshipping in 
the meadow at sunrise and again at day close around a campfire. For one week 
this summer, our minds were rested, our bodies challenged, and our faith in God 
strengthened.  Thank you, English Lutheran, from the bottom of my heart,  for 
supporting our youth through this trip to Christikon. 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely,

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Julie Lundstrom




Pastor Jeff Smith (Adult Advisor/Chaperone) 

It’s no secret that Christikon is my home away from home. It’s a place that has 
consistently grounded me, strengthened my faith, and formed so many 
meaningful relationships in my life. It is because of its immense impact on me, 
that I continue to bring groups of youth out year after year, from six different 
congregations now. This year’s trip will always stand out because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which caused some youth to cancel and which led to 
several changes to how camp typically runs for the sake of safety. But even with 
the changes, camp still felt like camp and I think we all truly just appreciated a 
week to catch our breath from the constant barrage of bad news. The youth on 
this trip were so respectful and the staff was outstanding as usual. It was such a 
pleasure to watch the kids have fun as they explored their faith through various 
characters in scripture. Thanks so much to all who prayed for us, to those who 
gave financial gifts to make this trip affordable, to the parents who trusted us 
with your children in the midst of a pandemic, and to my co-chaperone Julie 
Lundstrom for her leadership, driving, and great conversations. Thanks again 
ELC for allowing me to share this very special place with our youth.


In Christ,

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Jeff


