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Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community.

Sunday Mornings
9:15 ~ Online Worship
10:00 ~ In-Person Parking Lot Worship
Please note that changes to this schedule are
possible based on weather conditions or
changes in Pierce County Public Health
Department recommendations .*

Join us!!
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God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday, September 13
Though we can’t gather in large groups, we can still
do God’s Work with Our Hands! Please “join” us
Sunday, Sept. 13!
~ Cards ~ Write inspirational cards to our shut-ins.
Use your own cards or we’ll have cards ready to pick
up after worship. We’ll have address labels for you.
Or write an inspirational card to someone you know.
~ Paint ~ Trellis and youth house walkway. If you’re
interested in either, please email the church office.
~ Weed ~ The church and youth house grounds. 1
family unit per area please.
~ Prayer Path ~ Take your own prayer journey
through our prayer path on Sunday, Sept. 13 in our
back lot. Come anytime between 10:30 & Noon, no
reservations needed.
~ Kindness Yard Signs ~ We have the signs, you
just need to let us know if you’d like one in your yard.
Let us know ahead of time to reserve one for yourself,
or get one on Sunday Sept. 13 after worship. You
can either pick them up at church Sept. 13 or we can
deliver it to your yard. Please call or email the church
office to be sure to get yours. The signs say:
“DO KINDNESS” and have our church logo.
** SEND US PICS OF YOU & YOUR PROJECT!!**
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THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering
the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
Acts 20:35
Dear Friends in Christ,
I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your continued generous support of our shared
ministry! When we first had to move our worship online and “Stay Safer at Home,” honestly, I was a
little concerned about the effect the pandemic would have on our church finances. But you have all
really stepped up! I am so appreciative for all of you who’ve mailed in your offerings and those of
you who have switched to electronic giving. The beauty of e-giving is your desired contributions get
to the church whether or not you are able to be in worship and whether or not we are worshipping
in-person or online.
As you know, the county fair was cancelled this year and we normally depend on the income from
our church fair stand for a significant percentage of our General Fund and for gifts towards many
community and world needs. Thankfully, we anticipate the Small Business Administration’s Payroll
Protection Plan loan we received last spring to be forgiven, and that “grant” will essentially replace
all of the funds we would have received from the fair stand in a good year. This all means if your
generosity continues this fall, we could be in a position to dream of new, innovative, and exciting
ways to minister to our church, our community, and our world in 2021 and beyond.
So again, THANK YOU for remembering English Lutheran Church as part of your charitable giving!
I know you all have so many worthy choices of where to share a portion of the gifts God has given
you— so thanks for including us in your generosity to others. We have all been blessed to be a
blessing, and I’m blessed by your faithfulness to our ministry together and your presence in my life.
Your GRATEFUL partner in ministry,

Pastor Jeff
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CHURCH NEWS
OUTDOOR WORSHIP IN THE PARKING LOT OF ENGLISH LUTHERAN
SUNDAYS at 10 AM.
Unless cancelled due to a spike in COVID-19 cases or weather.

If you plan to attend our outdoor worship, you should know:
UNDERLYING CONDITION OR OVER AGE 65? If you are at-risk for COVID-19 (65 years-old or older
or have an underlying condition) please consider staying home for your own safety.
**We've received questions about those over age 65 worshipping at ELC during the pandemic. Health
guidance continues to encourage those over age 65 to be especially cautious. Please know, you
are always welcome at worship at ELC and no one has, or will be, turned away due to their age.**
FEELING ILL? If you feel ill or have symptoms similar to COVID-19, PLEASE STAY HOME.
MASKS: We strongly encourage everyone to please wear a mask at the service.
(Exceptions can be made for those with a medical condition like asthma or anxiety associated with
wearing a mask and those under age 5.) Remember, it’s not about protecting yourself so much as it is
about showing love to your neighbor by protecting them from your breathing/coughing/sneezing if you
are an asymptomatic carrier of COVID. Please bring your own mask. We will have a limited supply for
those who don’t have one.
CHAIRS: Please bring your own chair, if possible, to reduce the sanitizing we have to do after worship.
We will have a limited supply of folding chairs for those who don’t have one or can’t physically bring
their own.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING: Please come only with those who live in your household and sit together as
a household AT LEAST 6 feet from any other household and AT LEAST 15 feet from the worship
leaders in the front. Follow instructions from our ushers on where to sit.
Also, please keep at least 6 feet away from other households at all times when not seated- we know
you want to hug and shake hands, but we simply can’t take the risk at this time. There will intentionally
be no hospitality time or receiving line. We kindly ask you to head home as soon as the service is over.
50 PERSON LIMIT: We will limit attendance to 50 people per Pierce County Health guidance.
If attendance is high, we will add a service or take reservations for future services.
OFFERING: There will be an offering basket between where you park your car and the seating area in
the parking lot. Of course, you can always give electronically online as well.
SINGING: There will be no singing as singing has been identified as a highly risky activity due to the
aerosols it creates. Music will be instrumental or “special” pre-recorded singing. You may hum along if
you wish!
WEATHER: We will hold the outdoor service unless there is severe weather or rain heavier than a mist.
If we have to cancel, online worship will still be available. Check our website, Facebook or our church
voicemail after 9 pm Saturday to see if worship has been cancelled.
CONTACT TRACING: We will be collecting contact info and seating locations of worshippers for
contact tracing in case someone at our services, later tests positive with COVID-19.
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CHURCH NEWS

Worship Service Notes

Women’s Bible Study

~ We've received questions about those over age
65 worshipping at ELC during the pandemic.
Health guidance continues to encourage those
over age 65 to be especially cautious. Please
know, you are always welcome at worship at
ELC and no one has, or will be, turned away due
to their age.

After talking with our group and Pastor Jeff, we have
decided that for now, we will not
have our monthly Bible study.
However, those of you who
receive the Gather Magazine,
can find interesting articles,
along with the monthly study.

~ We have changed to 1 in-person parking lot
worship service at 10:00 am. We will continue to
track our numbers to determine when to add
another service.

Ushers Needed!

Office Hours
Beginning Sept. 16, Pastor Jeff will be in the
office every Wednesday from Noon- 8 pm and
Sundays from 9 am- Noon. Additional in-office
hours may be added this fall. For the time being,
he will continue working from home other days of
the week except for days he has scheduled
in-person meetings or pastoral visits.
Trina’s in-office hours will be Thursday’s 9 am to
3 pm beginning Sept. 17. I will
be working from home the other
days. You can reach me via
email or by calling the church
phone number and leaving a
message. See page 10 for
contact information.

As we move forward with outdoor worship, and
later indoor worship, we need a specially trained
team of ushers to direct people where to sit,
explain traffic flow, point out our offering box,
collect contact info, dismiss groups at the end of
the service, direct cars where to park, set up a few
chairs and possibly do light cleaning of handrails,
door knobs, etc. If you are able to be part of a
team of ideally 4-6 ushers, please contact our
Music Director, Evan Mitchell
(music@englishlutheranchurch.org) so we can get
you trained. Thanks for your assistance to help us
try to keep worship safe and flow smoothly for
everyone.

Tech Help Wanted
Submitted by Pastor Jeff
Ever wanted to create a movie? Good with
computers? Willing to learn? I’ve learned a lot these
last five months doing online worship out of necessity.
But, I’m wondering if anyone in the congregation
would be interested in helping with, being part of a
team, or leading the charge, recording and editing our
online worship services in the future so I can reclaim
some time each week and get back to work on other
important areas of ministry. Ability to use iMovie would
be most helpful, but any movie-making software would
work. Interested or have questions/suggestions? Let
me know!
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CHURCH NEWS

ELC Endowment Notes
I want to update you on our Mission Endowment activities so far this year. In April, we were blessed to
receive a gift from Florence Peterson that we received through her son, Thomas. With his permission
here is his letter:
Dear Pastor Smith,
Your help and presence during my Mom’s (Florence Peterson) passing and funeral will always be a
great and memorable gift. Again, thank you ever so much. Your help was truly an amazing blessing.
We will always remember it; we felt we were back home, even though we hadn’t been there since my
father’s funeral in 1982.
We always thought of English Lutheran as our church home. On Mom’s passing she wanted me to
send you a contribution for the church to recognize how important the church was in her life. The
church enriched her life in so very many ways. And the same is true for me.
Please accept the enclosed check for $2,000. If you have an endowment fund, please use it there.
Otherwise, please use if for your general fund.
Sincerely,
Thomas Peterson
So what does this legacy gift from Florence Peterson mean for English Lutheran Church? It means we
continue to grow in our ability to support the various ministries of our church. Because the gift was
simply designated to the General Endowment Fund it means the income it generates can be used for
any ministry distribution requests approved by the Endowment Committee. This is important because it
allows flexibility in meeting the needs of our various ministries. However, we are also blessed to have
both the Children’s Education and Women of ELC endowment accounts to support our ministry needs
as well.
Here are the distribution requests that our Mission Endowment has been able to support so far this
year, which total almost $4,000.
General Fund
1. February $100 to support the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission
2. February up to $300 for food/meals for the Christikon youth trip
3. June $230 for Ellsworth school district summer food service program
4. June $230 to support our Malawi companion synod
Women of ELC Fund
1. June $1,200 for a video camera to support online worship
2. June $300 for a flat screen TV cart to support various ministries
Children’s Education Fund
1. June $400 for two $200 Christikon Camp Scholarships
2. June $1,500 to support Luther Point Bible Camp since our VBS was cancelled and to help
with the financial impact to Luther Point due to the pandemic
We are blessed to have an endowment that can support our various ministries. If you have any
questions or distribution requests please let the office know and they will pass them on to the
Endowment Committee.
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YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
CONFIRMATION UPDATE
Submitted by Pastor Jeff

Note: Please stay tuned to our church email for the most up to date information about Confirmation this fall
based on the latest guidance from our Pierce County Public Health, our synod, the ELCA, and the
Wisconsin Council of Churches.
Our English Lutheran Church COVID-19 Task Force and our Children, Youth & Family Ministry Teams
have been working hard to figure out our best course of action for ministry this fall. Given the fluid nature of
this pandemic, unfortunately we will have to make plans a month or two at a time instead of planning out
the whole year like usual. Things could change as the COVID-19 situation in our county and schools
change, but our plan as of this writing is to offer a hybrid model of confirmation this fall. Until Pierce County
Public Health feels the situation is safe enough to gather more than 10 people indoors, we will plan to have
our large group lesson online and we will have small groups meet in-person outdoors as long as our
Wisconsin weather permits! We will do so as safe as we can - distancing at least 6 feet from one another,
wearing masks, and limiting our time together each week. Those who are not comfortable meeting
in-person can dial in or work out an alternative way of participating.
We are tentatively planning to kick off a fall unit of Confirmation on September 23. Confirmation families
will receive more detailed plans, including registration information by mail or email in the coming weeks. If
you are new to confirmation this year (our program runs 7-10th grade), please let me know at
pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org so we don’t miss you in our plans! Thank you for your patience and
support as we figure out the best way to grow in our faith and build relationships with our Lord and one
another in this unusual year!

Sunday School Update
Hello Sunday School Families,

Our Sunday School includes children ages 3 through grade 6.
Registration information will be emailed out and posted on
our website in early September. Please join us!

I wanted to start off the year by introducing myself. My name is Samantha and I am going to be the new
Sunday school director. My family and I are still quite new to the church. We moved to Wisconsin a little
over two years ago from Minnesota. We became members of the church a week before I gave birth to our
youngest daughter, Tessa. I have two little girls, Tessa and Kyra, who keep us busy all the time! We
absolutely have loved our journey with being members of the church and all of the support everyone has
provided for us during these last couple of years. I am hoping I can provide just as much support to our
Sunday school families as the church and the members of the church have provided for my family.
I wanted to let you know that we want to do the best we can to help support you and your families during
this time. We wanted to find a way that would allow us to have the children get together in person while
keeping safety in mind. I have been a part of many meetings and we have decided we will hold outdoor
services with weather permitting. During the services, we plan to have the Sunday school teachers and
children spread out into small groups. These groups will have less than 10 people per group. The big piece
we will need your help with is all the children attending the Sunday School groups WILL NEED to have
masks on. Our plan right now is to have the Sunday school groups start September 13.
Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns. I will absolutely do my best to address anything in
a timely manner. Thank you so much, take care.
Samantha Lee
Email: childrensministry@englishlutheranchurch.org
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CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES & FINANCIAL UPDATE

August Council
†

†
†
†
†

ELC Covid-19 Response team update. Reviewed guidelines for and requests from various groups for in
person meetings such as the Quilters Group, Children, Youth and Family, confirmation, and Sunday
School. The Covid-19 Task Force will continue to follow the guidelines from the Pierce County Public
Health Department.
Changes to Sunday Services: Online service at 9:15 a.m. and only one outdoor service at 10 a.m. in the
parking lot.
Pastor Jeff is looking at various techniques to offer Communion at the outdoor service.
Youth House Update: The Council requests that the Property Committee present
estimates for repairs prior to approval of funds.
Revisions to the Personnel Policy approved.

2020 General Fund
Month

Actual
Monthly
Income

Actual
Monthly
Expense

Actual
YTD
Income

Actual
YTD
Expenses

January

15,199.64

18,437.01 15,199.64

18,437.01

February

12,812.80

45,778.25 28,012.44

64,215.24

March

16,968.91

16,637.73 44,981.35

80,852.99

April

15,685.28

16,273.33 60,666.63

97,126.32

May

16,359.94

16,237.64 77,026.57

113,363.96

June

19,272.23

17,766.38 96,298.80

131,130.34

July

17,905.14

15,513.39 114,203.94 146,643.73

Cash Balances as of July 2020 month end:

Total = $187,480.36
General Fund = $48,048.44
Dedicated Fund = $69,542.44
Thrivent = $69,889.48
Notes:
~ The general fund, year to date expenses for 2020
are higher due to $28,000 being moved to Thrivent
from this fund.
~ English Lutheran Church received a potentially
forgivable loan through the Paycheck Protection Plan
through the Small Business Administration. We have
used $28,200 for our payroll and utility expenses.

Thank You Notes
Thanks for the money that
helped send me to Christikon! I
had a lot of fun! I went hiking
and played games like gaga
ball and hacky sack! I made
new friends and grew in my
faith! I hope I can go again
next year! Thanks again!
~ Zachary Smith

Thank you so much for the quilt! It is
absolutely beautiful & I cannot wait to bring it
with me to college! God Bless!
~ Grace Hallock
Thank you for your kindness & sympathy at a
time when it was deeply appreciated.
~ The family of Gerald Place

2nd Quarter
Giving Statements
We thank you for your continued support of
English Lutheran Church!
If you wish to receive your 2nd quarter giving
statement, please email or call Trina in the
church office and we’ll
send one out to you.
Contact information is on
page 10.
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PRAYERS

Special Prayers:
~ Prayers for the family of Sandie Finstad who died. Comfort for her husband, Fred, and her
daughter, Angela (Dale) Bohnert.
~ Prayers for the family of Deb (Tate) Kopp.
Deb’s mother, Mary Bury, died.
~ Thank you for prayers for Rusty Crow - he is now
cancer free!
Healing:
Linda Staker, sister of Judy Dumermuth
Bruce Karlstad, recovery from a bull attack
Mike Hince, Cousin of Darla Moquin
~ cancer on his palate, surgery recovery
Long-term:
Butch Herman, Grandfather of
Samantha Lee ~ Cancer
Burt & Lila Larson
Sherry York

Debbie Kannel-Howard
Terry Wegerer, Brother of Darla Moquin
~ Stage 4 Lung Cancer
Clint Olson
Karen McAdams, Linda & Gary Onan’s Daughter
~ Multiple System Atrophy
Deb Pierce, Trina Groen’s Mom ~ Alzheimer’s
Joyce Geister, Julie Baggenstoss &
Carol Melstrom’s Mother
Hazel Wegerer ~ Dementia
Mackenzie Marks, Connie Gossett’s Granddaughter
Tomi Erlandson ~ Seizures & Health
Dale & Marianne Melstrom
Mary Dee Prokop, Mother of Eileen Mewes

Deaconess
The role of the Deaconess consists of sending
thoughts, well wishes, and congratulations to
members of our church to let them know we are
thinking of them.

Wendy Wegerer ~ Health Issues

Please notify the church office or any deaconess
worker with any prayers.

Military service:

Deaconess for September ~ Mary Sokolik

Cody Tschida & Johnathan Bergman
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COMMUNITY

Ellsworth Food
Pantry
The food shelf in Ellsworth has a few
specific needs and some new ways to
make donations.
Current Donation Needs:
† Condiments
† Canned Goods
† Paper Products
† Personal Care Items
Funding Needs:
† Mortgage
† Utilities
† PPE supplies for volunteers
Volunteer Need:
† Part-time volunteer help needed for 1
day/week.
The food pantry is currently working on a
couple projects.
† They are getting a walk-in freezer to
help reduce their utility costs because
of inefficient freezers currently in use.
† Planning how to use their facilities
and possibly alter their facilities to be
able to safely get clients food during
the cold winter months.
You can now give to the pantry by
visiting their website.
www.Hungerpreventioncouncil.com/give

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 8:38-39).
Friends,
Fueled by a heat wave and ignited by lightning strikes, some
of the worst wildfires in California’s history have erupted
across the state. At least four people have died, tens of
thousands of people are under evacuation orders, over 1
million acres have burned, and more than 1,000 structures
have been destroyed and thousands more are threatened.
Some evacuees face the difficult decision of whether to stay
in a shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with Lutheran Social
Services of Southern California and Lutheran Social Services
of Northern California, along with the three California synods
(Sierra Pacific, Southwest California and Pacifica), to assess
the situation and determine the best ways to respond. We
expect immediate needs to include food and other life
necessities, as well as emotional and spiritual care for those
who have been traumatized. Long-term recovery assistance
may include rebuilding and repairing homes.
You can support wildfire survivors. Gifts to “U.S. Wildfires” will
be used in full (100%) to assist those affected by wildfires
until the response is complete.
Please join me in praying for those whose lives are being
impacted by disasters at this time: wildfires, COVID-19,
severe storms, hurricanes and more. Even as we face
multiple crises, by working together, we can reflect Christ’s
light and hope to our neighbors in their time of need.
With gratitude for your partnership,

Food Shelf Hours
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. 9:30 am to Noon
Wed. 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Cross Beams - September 2020

The Rev. Daniel Rift

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Funding
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Donate at https://community.elca.org/uswildfires
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English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-273-4617

Church website:
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org
Find us on Facebook!

Staff
Pastor, Jeff Smith
pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org
Office: 715-273-4617
Cell:
651-235-7204 (preferably 9 am-9 pm)
Call or text any time for urgent pastoral care.
Communications Coordinator &
Finance Administrator, Trina Groen
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
Custodian, Julie Baggenstoss
Music Director, Evan Mitchell
music@englishlutheranchurch.org

Church Office Hours
Beginning September 16.
Wednesdays Noon to 8 pm
Pastor Jeff
Thursdays 9 am to 3 pm
Trina
Sundays 9 am to Noon
Pastor Jeff

Congregational Council
President: Peter Carr
Vice President: Dennis Boettcher
Treasurer: Gary Brown
Secretary: Julie Davis
Jen Abbas
Denise Hager
Melba Smith
Paul Tonsager
Eric Van Nocker
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Our Mission:
To share Christ’s unconditional love,
inspiring us all for service to others.

Cross Beams
Published monthly by:
English Lutheran Church
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.
Email:
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
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