
The Parable of the Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do 
you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; 
and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right 
answer; do this, and you will live.”
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into 
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him 
half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he 
saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came 
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while 
traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
35 The next day he took out two denarii,[b] gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 
‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you 
spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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HUGO ALFREDO TALE-YAX

Let me tell you the story of Hugo Alfredo Tale-Yax, an immigrant who came to 
America from Guatemala. On April 18, 2010, in New York City, without hesitation, 
Hugo rushed to aid a woman who was being threatened by a man wielding a 
knife. Hugo fought with the attacker, but in the struggle, he was stabbed and left 
to die on the street in Queens. As he lay bleeding, the woman and the attacker 
ran off in different directions.



Surveillance cameras filmed portions of the attack and the disturbing events that 
followed. The cameras showed that one man used his cell phone to photograph 
Hugo as he lay dying. Eighteen others saw or walked right past Hugo. All 
neglected to help him, or even to contact the authorities.

The closest anyone came to assisting Hugo was a man who actually shook 
Hugo’s body vigorously, but on seeing a pool of blood, he too walked away.
Firefighters arrived 15 minutes later, but by then it was too late. Hugo was 
already dead.

“How could they ignore him like that?”…we wonder. What would motivate them to 
deliberately do nothing to help?

BYSTANDER EFFECT

Modern day psychology has a name for why people walk by others in need; they 
call it the bystander effect. The bystander effect is the claim that individuals are 
less likely to offer help to a victim when other people are present. In fact, the 
greater the number of bystanders, the less likely it is that one of them will help.

Perhaps if the parable Jesus told about the Samaritan were a true story,
part of the reason for people to ignore the injured man would’ve been this 
bystander effect. But as we’ll see, for Jesus it comes down to people having too 
narrow a view of who our neighbor is.

PARABLE OF GOOD SAMARITAN

Jesus told the Parable of the Good Samaritan in response to a question that 
came from a lawyer (one who studied God’s laws) who, wanting to test Jesus, 
asked, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “What 
is written in the law? What do you read there?”  He answered, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, & with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus told the lawyer he’d 
answered correctly. But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus,“And who is 
my neighbor?” Jesus then proceeded to tell the parable about the Samaritan.



HISTORY/CONTEXT OF GOOD SAMARITAN

When Jesus shared this parable, his listener’s probably would’ve heard it a little 
different than you and I. Some of you may know that the Samaritans were a 
community of northern Jews, who broke off from the Judean Israelites to the 
south. The Samaritans were not liked, at all, by the Jews of Israel. They may’ve 
worshipped the same God, but that’s about all they agreed upon. If you’re 
familiar with the animosity between Shia and Sunni Muslims, it was a similar level 
of hatred between these two branches of the faith.

Another thing you should know about this parable, just like you might start a joke,
“a priest, a rabbi, and a pastor walk into a bar…” when Jesus started his parable, 
by saying a priest walked by and then a Levite walked by, the audience would’ve 
expected the 3rd person in the story to be a SCRIBE, not a Samaritan.

In fact, the Jews hated Samaritans so much, if THEY had been the man dying by 
the side of the road, they probably would’ve rather died, than be saved by a 
Samaritan. I mean, take a moment now, & imagine the person you dislike, or 
even hate most, in the entire world.

Now imagine you are lying on the side of the road, half dead, and a police officer 
just walks on by, your neighbor who’s a nurse, walks on by even a pastor (not me 
of course!) :)  just walks on by. But then, you see that person, you dislike more 
than anyone in the world walking towards you, and THEY are the one who 
actually bandage you up and go the extra mile to take care of you. Wouldn’t that 
be a shocking surprise? That’s how shocking Jesus’ parable was to his original 
listeners.

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR

For the lawyer who tested Jesus and for us, this parable is a lesson in how the 
power of compassion is greater than stereotypical boundaries. If the question 
prompting the story was,“Who is my neighbor?” Jesus doesn’t answer that 
question by saying something like“those who live within two miles of you,” but 
instead tells us who acted like a neighbor and actually showed mercy.

Because for Jesus, your neighbor is literally the very next person you meet, no 
matter what, and no matter if they live next door, or half way around the world.
Jesus wants us to see everyone we meet, the way he sees them as fellow 
children of God who are loved by Jesus just as much as you and I are loved by 
Jesus. He wants us to see them like they were are own beloved friend or family 
member. In fact, since the earliest days of the Church, listeners of Jesus’ parable  



have seen the Good Samaritan as a Christ figure- meaning the Samaritan acts 
as Jesus would act towards us. We are the wounded and the dying. We are the 
broken and the half dead.  As it often is with Jesus, he sees our need and is 
moved with compassion, just like the Samaritan. Jesus rescues and cares for us 
beyond anything we might’ve imagined. His mercy is extravagant and over the 
top! He is the best neighbor we could ever wish for!

BEING NEIGHBORS IN THIS CORONAVIRUS MOMENT

Finally, a few words about being loving neighbors in the midst of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. I’m sure there are some in our congregation who feel canceling 
worship was not necessary or that it was misguided. The truth is, even I, as 
recently as Thursday I thought we could meet in person today so long as we took 
some precautionary measures. But as I listened to various colleagues and 
experts, and as I continued meditating on this very parable about who is our 
neighbor, I wondered how Jesus would have us all love our neighbor in the midst 
of a pandemic like this.

It became clear to me, that perhaps the best way to love ALL of our neighbors, is 
to do our part to slow down the spread of this virus, so that the most vulnerable 
among us might be safer…which includes our elder saints who will come to 
worship come heck or high water so long as we open the doors, even if it might 
put their own health in danger.

As an Eagle Scout, I’ve always taken my oath to do my duty, to God & my 
country seriously—maybe that’s part of why I serve both as a pastor and an 
officer in the Air Force. That sense of duty leads me to believe we are doing the 
right thing for our church family, our loved ones, our community, and our nation, 
by loving our neighbors enough to do what we can not to spread this virus further 
or faster than necessary.

How else might we as a church be good, loving neighbors in this time of self-
isolation and social distancing and maintain our bonds as siblings in Christ?
Well, we might have to get a little old school, and pick up the phone and call 
loved ones and fellow church members- or partners in ministry, as we like to call 
them. Maybe we can all take a few minutes this week to write cards and letters to 
our shut-ins who are on lock down. Maybe we can lengthen our daily prayers  or 
develop new devotion practices using scripture or devotional books. Maybe if our 
neighbor runs out of toilet paper or canned soup, we will be neighborly and 
share.



And while it may be more difficult, I hope we won’t forget those in our society who 
are struggling; like those experiencing hunger, or homelessness, or addiction, or 
unemployment or who are recovering from a natural disaster, like the tornadoes 
in the South or the wildfires in Australia. May we do whatever we can to support 
them and to love them as neighbors too.

Know that in these days of great uncertainty in our country and world, that our 
God loves us, and that nothing can separate us from that love. Remember that 
our Lord Jesus walks with us, that we are never truly alone, and that as forgiven, 
and blessed, children of God, we ultimately have NOTHING to fear.

Stay healthy. Stay safe. Love your neighbors- ALL of them, as yourself, and know 
that you are deeply loved by our God- no matter what! :) Amen.

Prayers of the People

Each petition will end, “Hear our cry, O God.”
& YOUR response will B, “Listen to our prayer.”

In the midst of the Coronavirus, let us pray….

O God our Healer, show your compassion for our neighbors, the whole human 
family that is in turmoil and burdened w/illness & w/fear. Hear our cry, O God.
Listen to our prayer.

Come to our aid as the coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are sick, 
support and protect their families and friends from being infected. Hear our cry, O 
God. Listen to our prayer.

Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come together, 
working to control and eliminate the coronavirus. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to 
our prayer.

Make us vigilant, attentive, and proactive in the eradication of all diseases, 
including malaria, HIV/AIDS, cancer, ALS, and others that create suffering and 
often result in death for many people. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.



Heal our self-centeredness, bravado and indifference that makes us worry only 
when the virus threatens us. Help us to love our neighbors so that we do not too 
easily ignore them. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.

Strengthen & encourage those in public health services & in the medical 
profession: care-givers, nurses, doctors, all who commit themselves to caring for 
the sick and their families. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.

Inspire, give insight, & give hope to all researchers focused on developing a 
vaccine. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.

Sustain all workers & business owners who suffer loss of livelihood due to the 
shut-downs, quarantines, closed borders and other restrictions… Protect & guard 
all those who must travel. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.

Guide the leaders of the nations, that they will speak the truth, halt the spread of 
misinformation, and act with justice so that all your family may know your healing. 
Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.

Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our minds and in the 
midst of turmoil, give us hope and peace. Watch over all on our prayer list, and 
all our elderly who are isolated from their families. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to 
our prayer.

Hold in your gentle embrace all who have died and who will die this day. Comfort 
their loved ones in their despair. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.

Remember all of your family, the entire human race, and all of your creation in 
your love. In Jesus Christ’ name we pray. Amen.


