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Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community. www.englishlutheranchurch.org  

Cross Beams 
June 2020 

Do Kindness 

Graduating Class of 2020 

Confirmation Class of 2017 

Logan Kilness 

Brooklyn Ryden 

Kennedy Schommer 
Holly Carlson 

Annabelle Meyer 

Grace Hallock & 
Alyssa Pechacek 

Gillian Davis 

3 seniors will pick up 
their quilts at another 

time: 

Garett Borth, 

Bryce Lunde, & 

Sam Thurmes 

Congratulations to 
our seniors! 

See pages 10-13 of 
this newsletter for our 

graduate’s future 
plans. 

Thank you to all of 
our quilters for these 

beautiful quilts! 
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PASTOR JEFF’S ARTICLE  

"Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.”  ~1 Peter 5:7 

 

Grace & peace to you the people of God! 

 

In a recent worship service, I mentioned that when we began online-only worship back in March, I 
figured we’d be back in the sanctuary by Easter or shortly thereafter. I even announced we’d have a big 
Easter celebration together once the “Safer at Home” order was lifted. Of course, over the weeks and 
months since then it has become clear the virus is in control of the timeline, not us. The Easter season 
is now over and we’re heading into Pentecost, still not knowing when we will have our first in-person 
worship together. Our Pierce County health department officials don’t see us entering Phase 2 of the 
Badger Bounce Back Plan (which allows for groups of 50 or less compared to the current 10 or less) 
until mid-summer at the earliest. And with some churches who have reopened already, now 
experiencing outbreaks in their congregations, we continue to believe Jesus calls us to love our 
neighbors by not needlessly exposing them to this virus until we have a solid plan in place and our 
community risk levels decrease to the point our county health department believes we can move into 
Phase 2. 

Meanwhile, our English Lutheran COVID-19 Task Force continues to meet weekly to devise plans for 
safely gathering again when the time comes. Please keep in mind, that whenever that time does come, 
worship will not look like it did in February: we will be keeping social distance, we’ll limit attendance to 
less than 50 people, we will not pass offering plates or shake hands or embrace, and probably not 
sing— those things will have to wait until there’s widespread immunity or vaccinations. Also, those at 
greater risk, such as those with underlying conditions or who are over the age of 65 (some authorities 
recommend over 60) will be highly encouraged to continue worshipping from home. So, there will be no 
“big worship celebration” where we can all gather together in-person and sing and embrace for quite 
some time. Please know I grieve over this hard truth too. I miss seeing all of you in worship each 
Sunday and at meetings and ministry throughout the week. What keeps me going is that the church has 
never closed- we’ve just moved online for the time being. We are still putting together worship, 
newsletters and emails. I am still doing pastoral care by phone and mail. We are still supporting the 
work of the ELCA including World Hunger and Disaster Relief. We are still supporting Lutheran Social 
Services and ARC. We are still supporting Luther Point Bible Camp and the school lunch program. We 
continued to have confirmation gatherings on-line this spring. If we can do so safely, we will still take a 
small group of youth to Christikon in July. In short, we are still doing God’s work, even in a pandemic, 
and even when our church building is closed. Thank God that church is about the people and not the 
building! We are truly the church together and I thank you for your prayers, your ongoing support of our 
ministry together, and all the ways you continue to care for the needs of our community and world. 

These continue to be tough times in so many ways. I encourage you with the words from 1 Peter above, 
“Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.” I have no doubt God walks with us in 
these troubling times and our Lord will see us through to the other side of this and any other troubles 
we may face. 

 

            God bless you all abundantly, 

            Pastor Jeff 
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CHURCH NEWS 

COVID-19 Task 
Force Update 

 

The COVID-19 Task Force is 
continuing to meet weekly to develop 
a plan for coming back to worship as 
a congregation. We are drawing on a 
wide variety of resources to help us 
in the process including information 
from the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches, the CDC, and the ELCA. 
We are using recommendations from 
the Pierce County Public Health 
Department as the basis for making 
decisions on how and when to 
proceed. The current 
recommendation is limit gatherings to 
no more than 10 people. In the 
meantime, worship services will 
continue to be held online.  As of May 
28, Pierce County appears to be 
experiencing a spike in COVID-19 
cases with a doubling of cases in one 
week which means it may be some 
time before it will be safe to get back 
together for in-person worship. We 
will continue to meet weekly and 
provide updates. In the meantime, 
contact the church office or Pastor 
Jeff with comments or questions. 

Music Ministry 
 

 As a means of outreach, the Music & Worship committee 
at English Lutheran Church is proud to begin two projects 
designed to make a joyful noise, both from the comfort and 
safety of your homes and for the good of each other in musical 
fellowship:  announcing the “Pen Pal Praise Project” and the 
project to “Lay Down a Track—Until We Get Back!” 
 
The “Pen Pal Praise Project” is a video and/or audio series 
dedicated to the congregation and shared with each other in 
reflection and praise.  Submit 2-3 minutes, or 300 words, in an 
audio or video recording of you singing or talking about your 
favorite worship song or hymn.  You are free to sing portions of 
the song, or speak about why the it is meaningful to you.  You 
may also invite, challenge, or “pass along” your message to 
someone in particular to submit a similar message: a 
congregant in need, a friend who hasn’t been to church in a 
long time, or other families who have their own favorite songs. 
The Music Director will then take your recording and engineer it 
to be used for live-streamed services or as “care packages” to 
other members of the congregation.  Let us reach out to each 
other in song! 
 
“Lay Down a Track—Until We Get Back” is a project 
designed for members of the choir, musicians who lead 
contemporary worship, and any eager congregation member 
who strongly feels like participating in music-making.  By 
sending an email to the Music Director at 
music@englishlutheranchurch.org with the subject line “Lay 
Down a Track,” you will be placed on a weekly email 
subscription that gives you access to musical tracks that will be 
played on future livestream worship services.  You would then 
record yourself singing, playing an instrument, or clapping/
praising along with the music and submit that to be engineered 
into the music for that week.  Special music excerpts are also 
welcome, as a way to extend worship and musical offerings, 
even when far apart! 
 
There are still many ways to connect, and what better way than 
to share in what you experience when making music, what you 
feel from listening to God’s Word through music, and how you 
can lift your talents and tongues to God.  Let us make a joyful 
noise together! 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Luther Point  
Bible Camp 

 

Over the past couple of months the 
Luther Point Bible Camp Board of 
Directors has been struggling with the 
question if we can hold summer camp 
safely this year due to COVID-19. After 
much discussion, prayer and a couple 
tears the decision was made to suspend 
all of our onsite programing for summer 
2020. During the discussion we kept 
coming back to the thought that “one is 
too many.” One person contracting the 
virus at camp is too many. One person 
bringing the virus to camp is too many. 
 
We are committed to the health and 
safety of our campers, staff, community 
and world. We feel it is safest and most 
responsible to suspend our programing 
to give the world a time to heal. 
 
We believe in a 
powerful God, one 
more powerful than 
the coronavirus. We 
also believe this 
God has given us 
the task to love and 
care for one 
another. We are 
living into that 
calling every day. 

VBS Canceled 
 

As with many of our events, we will be 
canceling our Vacation Bible School this 
summer.  Luther Point Bible Camp 
counselors have led this program for the 
past couple of years and they have made 
the decision not to send their counselors 
out for day camps this year.  Also, 
summer school will not physically meet 
this year in June, which is where many 
kids come from for VBS.  For those 
reasons and the safety 
of our kids and 
volunteers we have 
made the decision to 
cancel VBS this summer.  

Summer Backpack Program 
 

This summer our church will once again take over the backpack 
program.  Zion Covenant Church and Ellsworth School have 
been running this program during the school year.  We are 
thankful that some of those folks will be assisting us this 
summer as well.  There has been an increase in folks who are 
receiving food through the program since the 
pandemic.  There are 20 families currently 
receiving food.   
 
We are currently in need of paper grocery 
bags with handles.  If you are able to provide 
some, please email Trina in the office.  
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 

Thank You Notes 
 

~ Thank you to Chris Karlstad for cleaning the 
ditches on our stretch of Cty. Rd. C! 
 
~ Thank you to Judy Erickson, Tammy 
Brenner, and Pastor Jeff for handing out quilts 
to our graduates and giving them blessings. 
 
~ Thank you to the quilting group for the 
beautiful graduate quilts! 
 
~ Thank you to the quilting group for quilts to 
go to others in need.  We have dispersed 2 emergency quilts to 
a homeless family's new apartment. 
 
~ Thank you for your recent donation of $100 to the Ellsworth 
Food Pantry.    ~ Pierce Co. Food Pantry 
 
~ Thank you for all of your kind thoughts and for all your help 
with Mom’s memorial service. ~ The family of Esther Risberg 
 
~ We want to thank our church family, and others in the 
Ellsworth community for the cards, phone calls, and prayers 
that were directed to our family. 
 As many of your know, Vern unexpectedly had two stents 
put in, in February.  His rehab was in home so that was 
challenging too.  In March, his brother, Randy (66), who lives in 
Spring Valley passed away unexpectedly.  In April, my sister, 
Muriel Jeffrey, passed away. 
 Thank you Pastor Jeff for presiding at Muriel’s memorial 
service.  And for all of us we must continue our prayers—this 
COVID-19 virus is frightening. 
      ~ Nancy and Vern Ellefson 
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CHRISTIKON 

Christikon Trip & Stock Sales 
 
 

Thanks to all who so generously supported our Stock Sale! 

 

Together, we raised $830 for the trip and put a pie in Pastor Jeff’s face! 

Pastor Jeff put a hold on this fundraiser in mid-May due to a few youth 

canceling over concerns about the Coronavirus. As of this writing, we still 

have 8 youth and 2 adults who plan to attend Christikon, unless risk 

factors further increase in the coming weeks. At the moment, we believe 

we’ve raised enough funds to make this trip affordable for all, but that 

could change. If you’d be willing to cover any unanticipated shortfalls, 

please let Pastor Jeff know and he will contact you if the need arises.  
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May Council  
 

† ELC Covid-19 Response Team update. The team met three times and decided to follow the guidelines 
set by the Pierce County Public Health Department/Badger Bounce Back Plan for future opening of 
English Lutheran Church.  No opening date set as of yet. Discussion that the first gatherings may be 
outdoors when able. 

† Tabled the Council Covenant and Healthy Practices meeting. May try for August meeting. 

† Council requests a donation (of amount to be determined) to the Grab and Go Program from the 
Endowment Committee.  Pastor Jeff noted that money from the Dollar Club may also be donated to the 
Grab and Go Program. No specific amount noted at this time. 

† Pastor Jeff asks that the council reach out and check in with members during this time. 

† Discussed contacting the Nominating Committee to add more council members. 

† Reports:  Secretary’s April Minutes -Approved.  Finance/Treasurer’s Report-Approved.  Pastor’s Report-
Approved. 

† No meetings/reports from Property, Worship and Music, Children,Youth &Family, Stewardship or 
Endowment Committees.  

Month Actual 
Monthly 
Income 

Actual 
Monthly 
Expense  

Actual         
YTD 

Income 

Actual     
YTD 

Expenses 

January 15,199.64 18,437.01 15,199.64 18,437.01 

February 12,812.80 45,778.25 28,012.44 64,215.24 

March 16,968.91 16,637.73 44,981.35 80,852.99 

April 15,685.28 16,273.33 60,666.63 97,126.32 

2020 General Fund 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES & FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Cash Balances as of April 2020 month end: 
 Total = $179,061.74 
  General Fund = $44,229.90 
  Dedicated Fund = 69,639.83 
  Thrivent = $65,192.01 
Notes: 
~ The general fund, year to date expenses for 2020 
are higher due to $28,000 being moved to Thrivent 
from this fund. 

Support our Local 
Small Businesses 

 

Check out the Ellsworth Chamber of 
Commerce website “Our Community” page for 
an updated list of those small businesses in 
our area who are open for business now and 
the services/hours they are operating. 

Looking Ahead 
 

We will be continuing online worship for June, 
here are a few worship events: 
 
~  Presiding ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will 
deliver the sermon on June 7. 
 
~  Later in June look for a 
worship service focused 
on dementia. 
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Special Prayers: 
 

Prayers for the family of Danielle & Andrew Chollett as they welcomed their baby daughter  

 ~ Evelyn Jo "Evie". All are doing well! 

Prayers for peace in our country. 
 

Long-term:  

Burt & Lila Larson 

Rusty Crow 

Sherry York ~ Surgery 

Debbie Kannel-Howard 

Terry Wegerer, Brother of Darla Moquin  

 ~ Stage 4 Lung Cancer 

Jerry Place, Deanna Redding & Darren Place’s Dad  

 ~ Dementia 

Gary Karlstad, son of Joyce Karlstad  

 ~ Stage 4 Lung Cancer 

Clint Olson 

Karen McAdams, Linda & Gary Onan’s Daughter  

 ~ Multiple System Atrophy 

David R. Johnson 

Deb Pierce, Trina Groen’s Mom ~ Alzheimer’s 

Ed Sanders, Diane Wiskerchen’s Dad 

Joyce Geister, Julie Baggenstoss & Carol Melstrom’s Mother 

Hazel Wegerer ~ Dementia 

Mackenzie Marks, Connie Gossett’s Granddaughter 

Tomi Erlandson ~ Seizures & Health 

Dale & Marianne Melstrom 

Mary Dee Prokop, Mother of Eileen Mewes 

Wendy Wegerer ~ Health Issues 
 

Military service:   Cody Tschida & Johnathan Bergman 

PRAYERS  

Deaconess 

The role of the Deaconess consists 
of sending thoughts, well wishes, 
and congratulations to members of 
our church to let them know we are 
thinking of them.   
 

Please notify the church office or 
any deaconess worker with any 
prayers.   
 

Deaconess for June  
  ~  Vi Wilhelm 
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English Lutheran Church 

229 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 
Phone:  715-273-4617  

Church website: 
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org 

Find us on Facebook! 

Sunday Worship Times 
 

10:00 a.m. Online Worship 

Cross Beams  

 
Published monthly by: 
English Lutheran Church 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.  
 
Email:   
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 

Staff 
 

Pastor, Jeff Smith 
   pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org 
Office:   715-273-4617 
Cell:      651-235-7204 (preferably 9 am-9 pm) 
Call or text any time for urgent pastoral care. 
 
Communications Coordinator & 
Finance Administrator, Trina Groen  
   office@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Custodian, Julie Baggenstoss 
 
Music Director, Evan Mitchell 
   music@englishlutheranchurch.org  

Our Mission: 
 

To share Christ’s unconditional love, 
inspiring us all for service to others. 

Congregational Council 
 

President:  Peter Carr 
Vice President:  Dennis Boettcher 
Treasurer:  Gary Brown 
Secretary:  Julie Davis 
Jen Abbas 
Melba Smith 
Eric Van Nocker 
______________ 
______________ 
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June 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Garett Borth 

River Falls High School 

Iowa Lakes Community College, Estherville, Iowa ~ Welding/Business and 
Wrestling 

I grew up at ELC.  It has always been the church my family belongs to.  I’ve 
had a lot of memories made here with friends and discovering my faith.  It is 
a place I feel I will always belong and go to.   

 

Holly Carlson 

Ellsworth High School 

University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire ~ Communication Sciences & Disorders 
and get certified in American Sign Language and Golf on the UWEC girls 
golf team 

English Lutheran has meant a lot to me, growing up and becoming the 
person I am. It has been a blessing to spend a lot of my childhood growing 
up in the church. The church has brought me joy in my faith and life. The 
church showed me bravery, happiness, determination and friendship. 
Sunday School was the highlight of Sunday as I got to be with my friends 

and do many exciting activities. Singing was my favorite, and being able to perform in front of 
everyone was the excitement of the week when I was in elementary school. The church got me 
out of my comfort zone as I went on activities such as Feed my Starving Children, Midnight 
Madness, and a Mission trip. I created a lot of fun memories and friendships when I entered the 
world of confirmation on Wednesday nights. English Lutheran was a joy, and I am happy to 
bring my religion with me, and the faith of God to my next chapter in life at college. 

 

2020 



Gillian Davis 

Ellsworth High School 

University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire ~ Biology  

English Lutheran has been not only a place of worship for me, but a place 
of community. What I love most about Sunday services is coming together 
in fellowship to worship with other people I have come to know and love. 
Through church, I have made connections that I will always treasure and 
carry with me through life. English Lutheran is a wonderful place to both 
worship God and to participate within a loved and trusted community. 

 

Grace Hallock 

Ellsworth High School  

Viterbo University ~ Nursing 

ELC has provided many great memories that I surely will never forget, 
such as mission trips, confirmation nights and many more. 

 

 

Logan Kilness 

Ellsworth High School 

CVTC, Eau Claire ~ Welding 

English Lutheran has been a part of my life from my earlier days of Sunday 
school, youth house activities, mission trip and my confirmation in high 
school.  Over the years it has shown and instilled in me, the importance 
and responsibility of my commitment to my faith. 

 

 

“The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps.” ~ Proverbs 16:9 

 

Do Kindness 



Bryce Lunde 

Ellsworth High School 

University of Wisconsin, Stout ~ Electrical Engineering 

The church has been meaningful in that it has allowed me to continue to 
grow my faith.  I had 3 years of confirmation which helped me complete 
that next milestone of my faith.   

 

 

Annabelle Meyer 

Ellsworth High School 

University of Wisconsin, Stout ~ Packaging Engineering 

English Lutheran Church has meant so much to me in many different 
ways. While I attended confirmation, I was able to learn more, get closer to 
new people and been able to travel on different mission trips to help those 
in need. If it wasn’t for English Lutheran, I would not have been able to do 
those things and be who I am today. 

 

Alyssa Pechacek 

Ellsworth High School 

Minnesota State University, Mankato ~ Communication Disorders & 
Diseases and dancing on the Mankato Dance Team 

English Lutheran Church gave me such a gift. The friendships I made 
over my Confirmation years was priceless and the experiences with 

both Mission Trips was very rewarding. I will never forget my time there and I am grateful for 
how it shaped my life. 

 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me,  
I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart,  

I will let you find me, says the Lord.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11-14a 
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Brooklyn Sonia Ryden 

Ellsworth 

CVTC ~ Criminal Justice 

Being part of a small church that my parents also attended has been a 

wonderful experience. Attending church has given me a chance to 

create new relationships, especially with the small groups in 

confirmation. English Lutheran has provided me chances to do great 

things for our community as well as others through mission trips. 

 

Kennedy Schommer 

Ellsworth High School 

Minnesota State University, Mankato ~ Sports Management with a minor 

in Business and Financial Planning 

English Lutheran Church has been a big part of my life. It truly brought me 

the joy of continuing my faith. Without English Lutheran, I wouldn’t have 

gone on Mission Trips or gone to Luther Point Bible Camp and those 

things were my favorite things to do in the summer. I couldn’t imagine 

being raised in any other church. 

 

Sam Thurmes 

 Ellsworth High School 

CVTC, Eau Claire ~ Welding 

English Lutheran Church has meant a lot to me over the years.  

I have a lot of memories from church such as the North Carolina 

mission trip. 

 

 

Congratulations to all of the graduates! 
You are in our prayers.  God Bless You!!  

 
Thank you to the quilting group who have lovingly stitched 

the quilts and covered them in prayers. 
 

Do Kindness 
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